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lationship with the glanders organism. In 1930 it was classified as
Flavobacterium pseudomallei in Bergey's Manual. The comparative
study of Thompson detected a relationship with the actinobacillus
which led to the inclusion of the Whitmore bacillus in the genus
Actinobacillus. Gay and Holden call it Loefflerella whitmori; Topley
and Wilson use the name Pfeifferella whitmori. The 1957 edition of
Bergey's Manual classifies it as Pseudomonas pseudomallei.
Malleomyces pseudomallei is a short, motile, Gram-negative,
aerobic rod. It forms thick, opaque, cream-colored colonies on solid
media. On glycerin the growth tends to become wrinkled. In broth
the organism produces a uniform turbidity and forms a pellicle, A
heavy, cream-colored growth forms on potato.
This organism is able to produce acid from glucose, maltose,
lactose, sucrose, and mannitol, but much of the saccharolytic power
is lost by continued artificial growth. It does not produce indol, but
does form H2S; liquefies gelatin; acidifies litmus milk.
Malleomyces pseudomallei produces in rabbits and guinea pigs
a natural infection which is similar to glanders in the horse but is
more acute. In the septicemic form of the disease the animals live
only a few days. In the more chronic form yellowish nodules are
found in the nasal mucous membrane and in the lungs. The disease is
nearly always fatal.
The occurrence of the organism in other animals has been re-
ported. Stanton, Fletcher, and Symonds reported finding the organ-
ism in the nasal discharge of a horse, and Nicholls isolated it from
an abscess in the spleen of a cow.
In man, Malleomyces pseudomallei produces a fatal infection
characterized by a generalized distribution of nodules throughout the
entire body, with the greatest number in the lungs.
The only certain method of diagnosis is the isolation of the
organism. The rapidity of the disease does not allow the formation
of antibody which may be used in the diagnosis of acute cases. The
more chronic cases of the disease can be diagnosed by serological
tests if the antigenic relationship of this organism and Malleomyces
mallei is considered.
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